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ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Monday 16 February 2015 

PROPOSED INTRODUCTION OF A POLICY FOR NEW AND 
EXISTING DRIVERS WISHING TO BE DUAL LICENSED DRIVERS.  

Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that a new policy is introduced from 1 April 2015 for new and 
existing drivers wishing to become Dual Licensed Drivers. 
 

Summary 
 
This report sets out the proposed policy, procedures and fees for new and existing drivers 
who wish to apply to become Dual Licensed Drivers, that is, the holder of Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire licences at the same time.  

Statutory Powers 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

Town Police Clauses Act 1847 

 

Introduction 

1. This report sets out the fees and procedures in regards to applicants that 
would like to apply to be the holder of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Licence, (that is, be a Dual Licensed Driver). 

Background 

2. The trade has approached the Council for several years about the possibility 
of granting drivers a Dual Licence. Currently, a Hackney Carriage Driver 
cannot drive a plated Private Hire vehicle without holding a Private Hire Driver 
licence.  An applicant applying for the additional licence pays the full licence 
fee for both licences and has to produce the same documents on two 
separate occasions to the Licensing Department if they are not applied for at 
the same time. 
 

3. Officers are of the opinion that legislation only allows for two types of licences; 
a Hackney Carriage Licence and Private Hire Licence, both of which are 
governed by separate legislation. Conditions cannot be applied to a Hackney 
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Carriage driver licence following the case of Wathan v Neath & Port Talbot 
Borough Council [2002], therefore the Council will not be issuing Dual 
Licences, but will ensure the process to obtain an additional Licence is 
streamlined. 

4. This policy is being brought forward largely to enable Hackney Carriage 
drivers to be able to continue working if their Hackney Carriage vehicle is off 
the road i.e. accidents, breakdowns or repairs or unable to get a replacement 
vehicle. A licensed Private Hire driver when driving a Private Hire vehicle 
cannot accept fares unless it has been pre-booked through a licensed Private 
Hire Operator. The driver will be required to inform the Licensing department 
of the Operator that they will be working for as a Private Hire driver before 
they commence work for the Operator. 

5. If this policy is approved, an additional Licence could be offered to drivers at a 
reduced rate. Whilst this would reduce income to the Council it would be offset 
by more drivers applying to have both licences. 

The Proposed Policy 

Existing drivers who wish to apply for an additional licence 

6. If an existing Hackney Carriage driver wishes to apply for an additional Private 
Hire Licence it is recommended that they receive a 50% reduction of the 
application fee for the Private Hire licence, which at present would be £36.00 
for 1 year or £91.00 for 3 years. The majority of documents (Medical, DBS 
and DVLA) can be transferred over from their existing driver file if the 
documents are in date. 

7. A current Hackney Carriage Driver should not be required to take the Private 
Hire knowledge test as a Hackney Carriage driver will have already passed 
the Hackney Carriage test and therefore will already have a sufficient 
knowledge of the Borough. Therefore the Licence could be issued within 3 
working days if all the paperwork is in date. 

8. If an existing Private Hire Driver wishes to apply for an additional Hackney 
Carriage licence they should also pay a fee, reduced by 50%, for that second 
licence. Again, the Driver’s supporting documents would be transferred over 
from the Private Hire file as long as they are in date. 

9. A Private Hire driver will be required to take and pass the Hackney Carriage 
test, to show that they have a working knowledge of the Borough; therefore as 
well as the reduced fee of £36, the driver will have one free take of the test 
and then further retakes at £15.00. 

New Drivers 

10. All new applicants will have the opportunity to be able to apply for both a 
Hackney Carriage and a Private Hire licence at the same time. In this 
situation, the driver will need to pass the Hackney Carriage knowledge test. 
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11. The applicant will be entitled to one free take of the Hackney Carriage 
knowledge test and then further retakes at £15.00. If a driver chooses to take 
the Private Hire test they will still have to pass the Hackney Carriage test 
before they can be issued with the Hackney Carriage licence, and would also 
have to pay for sitting any further tests if required. 

12. The applicant must conform to our current conditions as set down in the 
Handbook which sets out the documents required to make an application to 
the Council to be a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire driver. 

Fees  

13. If a new driver would like to apply for both a Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire licence at the same time they will pay a total of £273 for three year 
licences and £109 for one year licences. 

14. If the licences expire on different dates, at annual renewal the applicant will 
pay the full rate of £73 for whichever licence expires first and then 50% for the 
second licence, which would be £36, for the next period of one year. 
Alternatively the driver may wish to apply for a three year licence at the 
reduced rate. 

15. There will be no refund for existing drivers that presently hold both Hackney 
Carriage and Private Hire Licences.  

Financial Implications  

16. The council currently has 24 drivers that currently hold both Hackney 
Carriages and Private Hire Licences which are valid for one year. There is a 
potential loss of income of £888.00 but this could be more than offset by the 
increased take up by drivers applying for a second licence, although at 
present we do not know what the proposed take up of an additional licence 
will be. 

Risk Assessment 

17. There are no risk implications arising from this report.  

Equality and Diversity Implications 

18. The Equality Act is not relevant to the decision in this report as the decision 
does not relate to eliminating discrimination, advancing equality of opportunity, 
or fostering good relations between different people.  An Equality Impact 
Assessment has not been carried out. 

Conclusion 

19. It is recommended that the Committee adopts this policy in respect of drivers 
who wish to hold both a Hackney Carriage and a Private Hire licence from the 
1 April 2015.  
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RICHARD WARD 

Head of Legal and Democratic Services 
 

Date: 4 February 2015 
Contact Officer: Nicki Moorhouse  
Tel No: 023 8068 8125 
E-mail: nicki.moorhouse@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: 0 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information: 

None 


